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Methods of Communication
Introduction
Communication refers to the act of passing information from one person or place to another. In every form of communication, there must be a person who is conveying the message or the sender, the message itself and then a receiver. There are four categories of communication which include; written, verbal, visual and nonverbal communication. Communication is essential in the society since it helps in creating awareness, it helps in solving issues, it enables one to express his/her feelings and ideas, helps in increasing productivity in the workplaces, helps in improving and maintaining clients in businesses, among other importance's. There are both similarities and differences between the methods used for communication in ancient times and the modern ones. 
Firstly, in the past, there were limited methods of communication as compared to the modern world. People used to communicate using traditional methods such as smoke signals which used to convey a few simple messages. Also, people used to write letters to communicate with their friends and families who lived in long distances since the use of smoke signals won't convey messages over long distances.  On the other hand, in the modern world, there are so many ways of communication. The advancement of technology has brought this about. People use mobile phones to communicate faster through phone calls and send messages. Also, there are different social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp and Twitter, where people use to communicate. Through these platforms, people from all corners of the world meet and make friends, therefore, making the world a global village.
Secondly, today people can hold meetings virtually unlike in the past. In the old days, people had to meet physically for conferences and gatherings. In the modern world, things have been made easier for people since there are different platforms such as zoom and Skype, where people can arrange and make their conferences a success. Through zoom individuals from all over the world can meet for an essential discussion about business, careers, among other things without having to travel to meet physically. This saves on time and other expenses such as transport, food and accommodation. 
Moreover, one similarity between ancient times and modern days, there is communication despite the method used. In the past, people used letters to communicate; today, people also use letters. For instance, in the workplaces, people write letters to their bosses to request for salary increments or day offs. Also, during a job application, the applicants usually write application letters. Besides, in the past, people used to meet physically for important conferences just like today where people attend for business discussions and events, peacemaking conferences among nations, etc.
Lastly, in both, there is the use of symbols for communication. In the past, symbols which were made to convey a message to the people were in the form of rock art and cave paintings. Today symbols are used in many different places such as roads, banks, businesses, etc. some of the most often used symbols are Makaton TM and the Blissymbols TM.  Also, there are visual symbol systems which usually associated with particular high-technology communication aids, for instance, the Minsymblos TM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, communication has been there since the old days and its part of people's culture. Therefore it has been a crucial part of human's social life. The advancement of communication was brought about by advancements in technology which led to inventions of different tools used in the connection. These tools include mobile phones which communication faster and easier. However, modern interface brings every person close together via the many means of communication available, unlike the past days where the connection was difficult.
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